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August 29, 1978

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HEADS OF

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES

STU EIZENSZAT

FROM: JACK WATSON ‘/'L/ S ’

SUBTECT: Reducing tfie Number of Executive
- Branch Reports to Congress

Last year the Executive Branch submitted more than 1350
reports to Congress.. Most of these reports arc required
by statute while the others are prepared informally for
information on Agency operations apd programs.

Recognizing that some of these reports are useful and
necessary, Congress has indicated a willingness to work
with us to eliminate any outdated, duplicative OI
unnecessary reporting requirements. statutory changes
will be necessary for eliminating or combining some Of
these reports; others may be taken care of administra-
tively.

Attached are OMB guidelines which will help you in
your review of your Agency's reporting requirements
to Congress. We would appreciate your responding to
- OMB as soon as possible with your review and recom-
. mendations.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Attachment
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‘ Jui 30 978 s
BULLETIN NO. 7 y’/é

TO THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES

SUBJECT: Reducing the Number of Executive Branch kepori:s
to the Congress

1. Purpose. This Bulletin provides instructions for the
identification of possibilities for elimination, consolisiation,
or other modification of recurring reports to Congress whetlteco
required by law or by request.

2. Background. The President intends to make recomwmendatiop:s:
to Congress for simplifying and improving the flow of information
between the Executive and Congress. The General Accounting
Office is working with staff of Congressional committess to
review executive branch reports to Congress and will inform
OMB of reports it believes can be simplified or eliminated.
Agencies have already provided GAO with summary information
about their reports to Congress. These may be useful in
preparing the materials now required. OMB will forwaxd

to GAO recommendations resulting from each depdrtment and
agency review. The President will make his recommendations to
Cohgress on proposals for change after full coordination and
consultation with the departments and agencies, GAO and the
Congressional committees.

3. Material required. Material should be presented in the
following format: .

Statutory Recommended Principal Resason
Report Title Aunthority* Frequency Change for Reconuendation

*Date of original request 1f not required by statube.

Material should be sent within sixty days of receipt of this
BRulletin to Stanley E. Morris, Deputy Assocliate Diresctor fo: B .
Regulatory Policy and Reports Management, Office of Hangcaxﬂni oo
and Budget, Room 10202, New Executive Office Building, RENECTIE S
Washington, D.C. 20503. T

-4, Attachment. Attached is a sheet listing suggested criter:ia
for use in review of Reports to Congress.
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5. Notification and inguiries. Please notify Mr. Robert Raynsfard -
on 395-3314 of the officilals in your agency who will be reaponnible
for this resview. Tngquiries concerning +his Bulletin wmay zlsc - -
be directed to Mr. Raynsford. A R

James T. McIntyre, Jr.
Director

Attachment
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CRITERIA FOR USE IN REVIEW OF RfﬁQRTS TO
CONGRESS
T. Possibilities for Simplification
A. Consolidation of Several Reports
B. Reduction in reporting freduency
TT. Duplication and Overlap with Other Reports
A. Information provided to Congiess by agency in another oXm
B. quormation provided by other agencies or the public
ITI. Reporting burden and other cOSts
A. Cost/Burden to reporting agency and other Federal esgenacies

B. Cost/burden of information collected from cgutside the
Federal Government

Iv. Uses
A. Use to reporting agency
B. Use to Congress in opinion of agency
1. Original rationale for requiring report
2. Is rhis rationale still valigd?

3, Is there some evidence on actual use of informatior
by Congress?
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[ 7] UNCLASSIFIED | | CONFIDENTIAL f | BECRET |
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT (0/DCI)
Routing Slip
¢ ,/.(7/
T0: ACTION INFO | DATE INITIAL

1| b
2( DDCI B
3| DD/RM
4] DD/NFA
5| DD/CT
6| DD/A
7| Db/O
8| DD/S&T
9] 6c
10/ LC
1| 1G
121 Compt el L
13| p/PA ‘
14| D/EEO o
15| D/Pers ) '
16| AQ/DCI
17| C/IPS -
18
19 i
20 1
21
22
' SUSPENSE DATE:

Remarks: -
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